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NOTES ON TWO IMPORTANT COLLECTIONS OF 
COLEOPTERA IN BRAZIL 


By C. A. TRIPLEHORN! 


When I learned that I had been chosen to spend two years in Brazil as 
Entomologist on The Ohio State University Contract Team (United States 
Agency for International Development), I immediately began to assemble 
as much information as possible on Brazilian insect collections which I 
might be able to visit. The best source of information was furnished by 
Doris H. Blake (1964, Some insect collections in South America, Proc. 
Ent. Soc. Wash. 66:55-59; and in litt.). Recently I have had the opportu- 
nity to visit two important collections in Sdo Paulo which no serious student 
of Neotropical insects can afford to neglect. 


Mrs. Blake devotes a paragraph to a glowing account of the collections 
of the Departamento de Zoologia da Secretaria da Agricultura. Neverthe- 
less, I was totally unprepared for the veritable beehive of activity this 
institution has become. The Director, Dr. P. E. Vanzolini, is well known 
to United States workers, having obtained his Ph.D. degree at Harvard 
under Dr. A. S. Romer. Despite the fact that he is primarily a herpetologist, 
his interests are broad and he is extremely well informed in all phases of 
Biology. I spent the greater part of a day on a tour of the collections and 
facilities with Dr. Vanzolini as my guide. As a curator myself, I could only 
stand in awe at what is being accomplished here. 


By purchase, gifts, expeditions and a system of collaborators, the collec- 
tions are growing at a fantastic rate. Despite the rapidity with which 
specimens are arriving, a remarkably small backlog of unprocessed material 
is allowed to accumulate. This is especially impressive in the section of 
insects where a few enthusiastic collectors can keep a small army of tech- 
nicians busy mounting, labelling and sorting. The staff is engaged in a 
number of fascinating ecological and faunistic studies which, of course, 
are further swelling the collections. 


The Coleoptera collection, with which I am most familiar, is well main- 
tained, neatly arranged and systematically up-to-date. As in all museums 
of any size, there is a sizable backlog of undetermined material in many 
groups but this is all sorted to families and easily accessible to workers. 
They do not use the unit tray system but are pinning directly into the 
bottoms of the drawers, allowing, it would seem, plenty of room for expan- 
sion. However, at the rate the collection is growing and the enthusiasm of 
the current staff, it will be only a short time before expansion becomes a 


| major concern. 


Among the insects, current emphasis is placed on the Diptera and 
Coleoptera. There are three Coleoptera specialists on the staff at present, 
as previously noted by Blake (1964, p. 56). Hans Reichardt is, at this 


1 Presently at Escola Superior de Agricultura “Luiz de Queiroz,” Caixa Postal 9, 
Piracicaba, Sao Paulo, Brazil; permanently at Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, 
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writing, doing graduate work at Harvard University, specializing on Cara- 
bidae under Dr. P. J. Darlington. He also works on Bostrichidae. 


U. R. Martins, who works on Cerambycidae, Languriinae and Barini, 
is planning to enter the Graduate School of the University of California 
and Padre F. S. Pereira continues his fine work on Scarabaeidae and 
Passalidae. In addition, Frederico Lane, who has retired, remains on the 
active list. He is on his fourth year at the British Museum on a National 
Science Foundation and Brazilian grant to study Cerambycidae and serves 
as a valuable contact between the two institutions. 


Another valuable function performed by the Departamento de Zoologia 
is the training of zoologists, especially entomologists. Undergraduate stu- 
dents obtain practical experience in museum techniques and problems in 
taxonomic research and when they have progressed far enough are encour- 
aged and aided in taking graduate work abroad. With such a program for 
developing well-trained investigators, the future of taxonomic research in 
Brazil is bright indeed. At present there are two students working on 
Coleoptera. 


The Departamento de Zoologia can supply headquarters, research facili- 
ties and help in traveling while in Brazil to any qualified zoologist who so 
applies. Needless to say, this is a valuable service to keep in mind for 
anyone contemplating research in Brazil. Dr. Vanzolini has assured me 
his wholehearted cooperation in sending material to qualified specialists 
willing to undertake determinations for his institution. It seems to me that 
this would be an excellent opportunity for coleopterists interested in the 
Neotropical fauna to obtain a wealth of material for study. At the same 
time, each group worked up will greatly assist Dr. Vanzolini and his 
colleagues in their ambitious program. The Departamento de Zoologia staff 
is young, well trained and dedicated. Their methods are modern in every 
sense of the word and they are adequately supported financially. This 
institution appears destined to become the outstanding research center for 
systematic zoology in South America. Taxonomists interested in borrowing 
material for study should write to Dr. Vanzolini, Departamento de Zoologia 
da Secretaria da Agricultura, Avenida Nazaré, 481 Caixa Postal 7172, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


A large collection of Coleoptera missed by Mrs. Blake is contained in 
the Instituto Biológico, Sao Paulo. This is an older collection but is well 
curated with specimens neatly mounted and labelled. Much of it has been 
determined by specialists and there are some types deposited here (i.e. 
Bondar’s Curculionidae). I have compiled a list of all of their Tenebrionidae 
and have made rather detailed notes on the remainder of the Coleoptera 
at the family level. The Coleoptera collection occupies 246 drawers of a 
modified U. S. National Museum type, housed in 10 large wooden cabinets. 
Included among these are 42 drawers of Chrysomelidae, 41 Curculionidae, 
39 Scarabaeidae, 33 Cerambycidae and 10 Carabidae. Correspondence in 
regard to this collection may be directed to: Dr. Oswaldo Giannotti, Insti- 
tuto Biológico, Av. Cons. Rodrigues Alves, 1252, Caixa Postal 7119, 
Sao Paulo. While not actively working with the collection, Dr. Giannotti 
speaks and reads English well and is very sympathetic toward taxonomic 
research. 


